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2012 San Jose-Okayama Sister City

Youth Ambassador Trip
Summer Educational Exchange and Leadership Experience (9th-12th)

June 19th-29th, 2012
The San Jose-Okayama Sister City Committee is pleased to announce its first Youth Ambassador Trip to Japan. Selected high school students will represent the San Jose area and participate in various cultural exchange and educational opportunities in Okayama and other major cities in Japan including Kyoto, Hiroshima, and Osaka.
· Gain leadership experience by representing the sister city committee 

· Experience daily life in Japan through home stay in Okayama

· Interact with Japanese high school students and participate in community services 

· Awarded an official certificate to of ambassadorship from the City of Okayama and the San Jose-Okayama Sister City Organization

Application qualifications: 

· Students who are currently attending public or private high school in the Silicon Valley area
(priority will be given to students from schools in San Jose)
· Has cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher

· No Japanese language experience is necessary although highly recommended. 

Application requirements:

· Completed application form (includes 2 short essays)

· Letter of recommendation form one of the teachers at school

· Copy of your transcript 
· Application fee of $25
Early Application deadline February 28, 2012 

Final Application deadline March 25, 2012
*Selected applicants will be notified by April 1, 2012

*The expected trip fee is $3,700 including airfare, other transportation and accommodations. This price may fluctuate slightly depending on the aircraft fuel cost.  
For more information and forms, please visit: sj-okayama.org/youth
 You may also call (408) 718-4409 
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2012 San Jose-Okayama Sister City

Youth Ambassador Trip Application Form

Early application deadline: February 28, 2012

Late application deadline: March 25, 2011

Name:________________________________________________Date of birth:__________

Nationality: ______________________

High school currently attending ______________________________ Grade ________

Current address: ________________________________________________________



  ________________________________________________________

Phone (H): ____________________________ Phone (C) ________________________

Email: ____________________________________ Alternate email: _____________________________

Language(s) spoken at home: ____________________________________

Japanese Language Experience

· Have you studied Japanese before? (Yes/No)




If Yes, where and how long? _________________________
 



If No, are you willing to participate in the pre-travel language-prep course        

provided by the Youth Ambassador Trip committee? (Y/N) 

*This will be a two-week intensive course beginning in early June.  

· Have you taken any Japanese proficiency tests, such as SAT II Japanese?



If Yes, which test and when? Test: ________________  Date:_____________



Score:___________

Please briefly describe your extra-curricular activities and community service

(maximum of 120 words for each description).

	Activity
	Description 
	Hours/week
	Grade(s)

	
	
	
	9th, 10th, 11th, 12th

Summer of (2010, ’09, ’08) 

	
	
	
	9th, 10th, 11th, 12th

Summer of (2010, ’09, ’08)

	
	
	
	9th, 10th, 11th, 12th

Summer of (2010, ’09, ’08)

	
	
	
	9th, 10th, 11th, 12th

Summer of (2010, ’09, ’08)

	
	
	
	9th, 10th, 11th, 12th

Summer of (2010, ’09, ’08)

	
	
	
	9th, 10th, 11th, 12th

Summer of (2010, ’09, ’08) 


Honors and Awards Received, 9th grade-present

	Awards
	Type

(Academic, sports, etc.)
	Description


	Date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Short questions: Please answer the following questions in one line.

1. Have you ever travelled abroad? (Y/N)


If Yes, where and when ____________________________________________





   ____________________________________________

2. Have you ever shared a room with anyone (not including your siblings) (Y/N)


If Yes, under what circumstance and how long? _________________________


________________________________________________________________

3. What is your favorite subject at school? _______________________________

4. Who is your role model and why? ____________________________________________

5. How would your peers describe you? _________________________________________

Essays: Please write a short essay for both of the prompts below (up to 250 words for each). 

1) Why do you want to participate in the Youth Ambassador Trip? 

2) What does the term “global citizen” mean to you? In your opinion, what kind of a person is a “global citizen"?

Name of applicant’s parent or guardian: _______________________________________

Signature of guardian: _____________________________ Date __________

Signature of student:  _____________________________ Date __________

Payment in check: $_____________ 
(Make check payable to SJO escrow, 181-297068-9)

Mail this application to:

Youth Programs

San Jose-Okayama Sister City Org.

PO Box 3076

Santa Clara, CA 95055

For Admission Committee use only:

Applicant No. ________________

Date received ________________

Reviewed by _________________

